First Baptist Regina Weekly News

For the Weekof October 2 & 92022

Just over 30 people gathered at Kateplake Camp the
weekend of September 180 for the first retreat since thef

pandemic. There was plenty

resting, together or alone. We enjoyed good meals
times of singing and praying together. The weather
lovely and the videy as beautiful as ever.

doing much of the work the
brought her fiddle along an

worship. These young people have grown
attending fall church retreats and summ

means faith, friends, and the
A new younger generatio
beginning b make those sam

of time for games, walks &

The children joined Cher % { 3
and Angelineon a prayer huntaround the camp. Rev
David Schuchart from Northview Community Church, led
the rest through a study on how the Psalms help us move
through disorientation to a new orientn. David was

. an excellent teacherand he and his wife Sarah were
| active in all the fellowship.

Our teens took charge of cleaning dishes after the meals,
mselves. Angelin ~ :
d help lead us

church as a fami
n of childrems t
e connections.

With love,

W w—

Pastor Joel

In the other direction of time and aging, the camp is
a reminder of the faithfulness of all the generations
that have cared for the church and the camp. For
over 130 yearsso manyat First Baptishave made
growing together in faith a priorityby setting aside
time and money to work, rest, and worship together.
It is a sacrifice to give up a whole weekeftds also

) a gift. Thank you!
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Fall2022 SermorSeriesc Ezra and Nehemiah

From now untiAdvent we will be looking at the Old Testament Books of Ezra and Nehemiah.
Here is some background information on these two bo@®ee maps on page 4.)

Time Line

This time line will help you understand the context of the exile and restwradnd the
events described in Ezra and Nehemiah with related maps.

900- 612 BC The NeeAssyrian Empire

721 BC The fall of Israel, its end as a nation, the deportation of its people, and the
resettlement of people from other conquered regions. Foum& Kings 17.

701 BC Assyria invades Judah but Jerusalem is not taken. Found in 2 Kih§s 18
and Isaiah 367.

612 BC Nineveh is sacked by armies led by Babylon and Medes

586 BC The fall of Jerusalem to Babylon, the destruction of the templecifyeand
the walls, and the deportation of its people. Found in 2 King224and
Jeremiah 3#43.

550- 330 BC The Persian (or Achaemenid) Empire

539 BC The fall of BabylarKingCy r u s’ bl e s storatgnahdaebuild he e
559- 530 BC KingCyrus The return of exiles, perhaps with Sheshbazzar

530- 522 BC KingCambyses Il

522- 486 BC KingDarius- The Return of exiles with Zerubbabel and Jeshua, Haggai and
Zechariah

485- 465 BC KingXerxes (perhaps King Ahasuerus in Esther)
465-424 KingArtaxerxes The return of exiles with Ezra and Nehemiah
330 BC End of the Persian Empireconquered by Alexander the Great (Greek king)

Background\otes on Ezra and Nehemiah

Ezra and Nehemi ah wer e o. Thgre ara thre yistiricr e a t
sections covering a long period of time, from around 530 to 424 BC.

Section One; Ezral - 6

These chapters appear to cover two different periods when exiles returned to Judah.
Chapter 1 covers King Cyrus’ exlesandtheoffest i o
to pay for the rebuilding and restoration of worship (Persians did this for several groups
exiled by Assyria and Babylon). Chapters 2 to 6 record the return of exiles with Zerubbabel
and Jeshua during the reign of King Darius, anceffaets to rebuild the temple.
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However, note that Ezra chapter 4 summarizes local threats and interference over a
period of 100 years and through the reign of five Persian Kings (from CyAusxerxes).

If you read quickly from chapter 3 to 5, it iasy to miss that such a long time is being
covered before, in chapter 5, the story goes back to the time of King Darius.

Section Tweag Ezra 7- 10
Ezra leads the return of a group of exiles during the reign of Artaxerxes.

SectionThreec Nehemiah 1- 14

Nehemiah takes a leave from his higimking position before King Artaxerxesorder to
help rebuild Jerusalem and to lead the people.

Some Further Observations

Ezra and Nehemiah at first seem like a straightforward story, with one event following
another. But reading them through like this might be misleading. As you can see from the
time line, these books cover about 100 years of activity, a succession of kings, and severa
generations of exiles.

As well, parts of Ezra and Nehemiah seem like bureacagaternment reports. Government
edicts and commissions dominate each section. The official documents are included. The
books then carefully record how these orders were fulfilled, by whom, how much was
spent, what was purchased, who helped, and who tedisThe government letters seem
authentic and parts of Ezra and Nehemiah might be reports they submitted to the
government. Genealogies connected to inherited occupations and areas of residence are
also meticulously recorded for posterity.

Thereappears o be more than one author. We fir
Nehemiah writing in the first person, and sometimes both are written about as if by
someone else.

The order of the books doesn’ 40 appeatbet o
part of the story found in Ezra®0, while Nehemiali1-12 fit better following the events

of Nehemiah 6. Nehemiah:&73 is a nearly exact copy of Ezrd-3.1. An indefinite
period of time appears to have passed between the events of Nehemiah 123ahbudt 1t

i sn’t clear.

Finally, Ezra 10 and Nehemiah 13 are very strange conclusialishese great stories of
hard work, faith, and endurance.

A final author appears to have collected all these documents and stories and, with Spirit
inspired purpos, created a unified book. What do you think that purpose is? What

| essons are we meant to |l earn from t hes:¢
these pagan kings and their global empires? What does it mean to return to the city of
God? What all haso be rebuilt? What does purity look like? Can their vision ever
succeed? Take some time to read these books again, along with Haggachadate(for

a real challenge!l.et me know what you discover!
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Ladies Fellowship BreakfagtSaturday,October 15th
Time:Saturday, October 15t9:30am
Place: Nickg Café,1005 8th Avenue, Regina

The purpose of this gathering is simply to provide an opportunity for fellowdHip.
theme forthismeett ng wi | | b e To'signuponiflydu tequimedransportation
pleasecontact Julie Rich, Laurie McPherson, or Edblson.email the churchor call
the church ai(306) 3591450.

Property Update

A number of projecthiave beercompleted in recent weeks.

- | In the Youth Centre, YFC and First Baptist replaced the floor and re
: = coveredthe walls.

| /| In our main building, the flooring
in the stairs, hallway, and mai
floor rooms were getting worn
. and tattered. Theyvere replaced
I last week and look great.

Thanks to those who managed these projects ang
those who helped move things around to accom
date the work.

A priest, a minister, and a rabbit walk into[ T Do Bt e it Dty e T e G

b Loose Purts bocks new 3t LeosaPar tsComic com!
bl ood bank. The rab eve
am a‘type Q.” i 1ST ANNUAL =

COUCH POTATO |

Grandfather to gran 010K ctur
your greatgrandma and great grandpdo
you think I look like them?
Grandson: Not yet.
Two men are hiking through the woods whe
one of them <cries " H
companion | aughs at It
a baby,.” “hDeons’aty sy ou

Happiness is best kept wheiven away.
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Lebanon Fundraisedpdate

Over the past several years, our church has rai
thousands of dollars to help out our friends a
partners in Lebanon. This year has been no except s
with over $6,000raised already. We are going to en®"
this yars fundraising effort on the Thanksgivins:
Weekend. Not that you can't continue to donate, a
we will always continue to pray and be thinking
those we know and love in Lebanon, but we will

ending our 2022 focused effort to raise funds t l ' A
coming veek TheBotrosfamily(l-r): Timothy,Almess,
' Emad,Nathaniel.

With personal connections to people in Beirut (not ledse members of the Alhusain
family still in the refugee camp in the Begaa Valley), it makes the news that comes out of
that part of the world all the more heart wrenchinghank you to everyone whbas
donated and prayed-ere are some ways wve:

Py - 8
iy

1. Online with acredit card:https://www.givetogo.org/team/FBCReqgina

2. Mail, or drop off, your donation to First Baptist Church, 2241 Victoria Ave, Rekina
S4P 0S4. (Please do not leave cash in the mailbgry Hequirean inperson pick
up, call the church at (306) 3899150.

1 Make cheques out to “CBM”
9 Note “SENT Lebanon” in the memo | ine

3. For information about other ways to giv&ych as by monthly automatic donation,
please call Barb Kegs CBM at 1 (905) 823533.

Farewell, Elizabeth
ByJack Mitchell

Farewell, Elizabeth. One throne
Endures forever: go

And greet the monarch who alone
Can all your virtue know.

As Al fred’s sword once taught his | and
Never to bow or yield,

So simple patiece, in your hand,
Became your people’s shield.

With patience now we must endure
A sadness long foreseen,
Relieved at least to be so sure
God’' s saved you, dearest Queen.
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Morning Prayer

Morning Prayerwill resume on September 6thloin us each morning, Monday to
Thursday at 7:15 am to begin your day with senptand prayer, via Zoom. Visitir
websitefor the link.

| KAt RVNBYQ A

The GodlyPlayand Oasisclassesfor childrenaged3 to grade6, haveresumed.For more
information, pleasecontactPastorCherylby emailor by callingthe churchat (306)359-1450.

YouthMinistry

The youth meet weekly for various activities. For more information about our youth
program, please conta®astor Chris

Adult Ministries

Reading through the BibleThis group, facilitated by Norma Holtslanderesumed
meeting on September 14th, and will be reading from James to Revelation. The group
meets every Wednesdagn Zaom, at 1000 am (Please note the new starting timd=pr

more information,contact Normaemail the churchor call the church at (306) 393150

Join Reading Throudhe Bible

Voice:A small group for women who like to read and enjoy lively conversation. The group
meets every second Wednesday from 7 to 9 pm, using Zé@n.more information,
contactBonnie AustringVinter or Laureen Snoqlvisitour website email the churchor

call the church at (306) 35P450.

Learning for Lifeg Sunday Mornings9:30-10:30 Mark Anderson is teaching the class,
“The Hy mn snthe owek lalli €his class will examine and discuss a handful of
the most iconic hymns of our faitihere also will be opportunity to listen to diverse
sacred and secular recordings of these hymnkisis an inperson class. For more
information, contactPastor Joglgo toour website or call the church at (306) 383150.

Learning for Life; SundayEvernings 7:30-9:00 pm Axel Schoeber is leading this class on
“Under st andiThigclas3 witbokBt—dnd wrestle with—things in the Bible

that puzzling and difficult to understand, while seeking to understand andl app Go d’
Word in our livedoday. The class is atioom.Please notehat there will be no class on
October2nd or9th because oholidays. For more information, go tour website, callthe
church at (306) 359450, orcontactPastor Joel

Diatthe-Sermong (306) 9921912

Know of someone with no computer and/or internet access and cannot come
jﬁ’ to church in person? Please let them know that there is an easy way to listen
to a recent Sunda(806)992882r(tallree withibthemp | y
Regina arepon a landline pone or cell phone. This number takes you
straight to the sermon recording.
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Tithes and Offerings

Whether you are attending Sundayservicesin person or online, there are several
methodsthat you canuseto giveyourtithes anddonationsto the church:

1. Mail your giftsto the churchor callandleavea messaget (306)359-1450to arrange
for anin-personpick-up. Pleaseplaceyour chequein your regularoffering envelope
(oranyenvelopemarkeddO f f e randseglthalt insideanotherenvelopeaddressed
to: FirstBaptistChurch2241VictoriaAve,ReginaSK S4R0S4.

2. Establista Pre-authorizedRemittance(PAR)Plan Thiswill automaticallytransferfunds
fromyouraccouninto the FBReginacmountonaregularbasis Pleasemailthe church
or contactthe Treasureif youwouldliketo setup PARpr changeyourcommitment.

3. Makeanonlinedonatiorn
1 Usea creditor debit cardto makea donationfrom our website.(Thechurchis

chargeda smallprocessindeefor eachdonation)

1 Use Interac e-Transfer to donate from your phone or computer to
FBCRegina@gmail.cqnofee or costto the church)

1 Usea credit cardwith a PayPahccountvia the PayPalGivingFund (no fee or
costto the churchg 100%of yourdonationreacheaus)

1 Useacreditcardor PayPaliaCanadaHelpé 3. R6feeisdeductedromthe donation)

1 Usea credit or debit card via FBCChurchTraqthe churchis chargeda fee of
approximately3%for eachdonation)

PLEASEeferto our websiteat firstbaptistregina.cdor more specifianformationonthese
contributionmethods.Youmayalsocontact the treasurerat (306)7751497or emailthe
churchat main_fbcregina@sasktel.né&ir further details.

Q. Whowasthe fastestrunnerin the race?
A. Adam.Hewasfirst in the humanrace.

Q. WhyR A Rtlyegpilay cardsonthe Ark?
A. BecausédNoahwasalwaysstandingon the deck

Q. Which servant of God was the most flagrant
lawbreakerin the Bible?

A. Moses.Hebrokeall 10 commandmentsat once.

Q. Howdowe knowthey hadcarsinJ e stime?’
A. TheBiblesaysthe discipleswere all of one Accord.

Q.Whyare atomsCatholic? e ‘ZA“_ our summer shade
A. Becausdghey havemass. is falling down!”

Page8of 8


https://firstbaptistregina.ca/make-a-difference/make-a-donation/
https://firstbaptistregina.ca/

