Psalm 88 ..

A Song. A Psalm of the sons of Korah. For the Chief Musician. Upon Mahalat Leannot. A Maschil of Heman, the Ezrahite.

(NOTE: In Hebrew: superscription = v. 1, thus v. 1 English = v. 2 Hebrew, etc.)

CONFIDENCE

' Yahweh, God of m mm_<m:o:

CONFIDENCE

: m:n my life dray
.. am 8...32. sa. th

:mm to sw >voam.oq the Umma (Sheol).

®You have set me in the lowest pit,
: in the dark-places in the depths.
Upon me, your anoer lies heavily,
and (with) all JEETETES you have -
®You have put my friends far from me.
You have made me abominations to them --
confined and | om::ﬂ 90 oE

Selah.

My o<mm S i n ngca of aii

CONFIDENCE

13 But as for me, to you, <m:<<m: _:m<m
m:a ..

RHETORICAL QUESTIONS - “YOU”

10 Will you, for (a=Xe[ETe|, work wonders—
such that GRS E will arise, thankfully-praising you?
11 Will your steadfast-love be recounted in (GIERe| V!
et @it R iBthe Place-of-Doom (Abaddon)i

14 Why, Yahweh, have you rejected my soul
--hidden your face from me?

=" (Declaration)

15 = am |, and perishing from (my) youthful-vigour.
| bear your dreadful-terrors;
| am exhausted.

OU” (Declaration)

16 Over me your licicewiath has gone over;
your terrors have annihilated me.

17 They surround me like TEIC) SlRSIEEY;
they engulf me all-together.

18 You have put far from me loved-one and neighbor;
(to) my friends, (you have made me) a dark-place.*




Ps 88: Praying when God is “Silent” & Lament as “Protest” (1% Baptist LAL Session 4 — 3 Oct 2021 —K. Friebel

Psalm 88:18b .TWHD ,y.’{,n

Hebrew 2 words: (1) “my-friends™ & (2) “dark-place™*
(* is plural) (**is "place” vs. quality of “darkness”)

Lament Psalms

Asking God the Hard Questions

? How are the two words grammatically/syntactically related?

/ /oa
I 4 1) Verbless Clause (“is” /“are” is implied)
{a) “darkness is my (closest / only) friend”
New International Version (NIV) New Living Translation (NLT)
Contemporary English Version (CEV) Good News Translation (GNT)

The Message (MSG)

{b) “my friends are darkness”
English Standard Version (ESV
International Standard Version (ISV

y... BT 4 ¢ darkness = are of no help
1st Baptist Chitrch — Regina, SK ‘4L-Fall 2021 OR [a quality of] my friends is darkness
Instructer: Kelvin Friebet = VOICE : “even the light of my friends is darkness”

2) Re-division of Poetic lines: 4) Parallel t 8
“my friends” goes with preceding (apposition) ) Parallel to v.
+ “dark place” stands alone (vocative)

v.8 To them
‘You have put far from me loved-one and neighbor, (that is) my friends. ny friend you have made me abominations—
O Darkness!” ‘ confined and | cannot go out
|
A . . : = v.18 | r (to) is,

3) Parallel to preceding line (with subject & verb being carried over) | } loved-one and neighbor (you have made me) a dark-place

You have put far from me loved-one and neighbor | | J
|
[You have put] | (in) a dark-place | my friends | “to my friends you have made me a dark-place.”
y y F

“My friends are i1 darkness”

Amplified Bible (AMP) King James Version (KJV)
New American Standard Bible (NASB) New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
World English Bible (WEB)

“darkness” = “separated from the psalmist”
OR, “my darkness” (You have removed
my acquaintances far from my darkness”
Lexham English Bible (LEB)

» Incongruity of Lament

» Lament as Prayers of “Protest” Against God
in Praying when God is “Silent” & “Absent” — . %

» God

e lsit:
“Defiant Protest” ? or “Compliant Protest”?




